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CONNECT

In October, the National Veteran Business Development Council (NVBDC) joins forces
with the International Trade Administration (ITA) in celebration of Manufacturing
Month. U.S. manufacturing is one of our industrial cornerstones that contributes $2.9
trillion to the U.S. economy, employs nearly 12.9 million American workers, and accounts
for 11 percent of the nation’s GDP.  In this edition, we discuss the global initiatives afforded
to our service-disabled and Veteran-owned business manufacturers and provide
information on international opportunities available to them.  

Meet our newest Task Force partner, Global Chamber, an organization created to provide
positive, professional, and growth-oriented networking opportunities that support
exporting, importing, and cross-border investment. The Global Chamber has 525 chapters
in the U.S., Africa, Asia, the Pacific region, Europe, North America, and South America. 

Take the opportunity to learn more about three additional Task Force partners. Since they
were last featured in our newsletter, Bugle has expanded their programs expeditiously.
Learn about their enhanced mission as they continue to support nonprofit organizations. 

Blue Star Families hit the ground running 16 years ago in support of military families and
continues to this day as the leader in this space as they engage with more than 1.5 million
military families. 

And Combined Arms is an organization geared to help military personnel and Veterans
find the right organizations to address their needs.  Combined Arms excels at connecting
the right resources to the right people at the right times, enabling Veterans and military
families to continually thrive. 

Also, in this edition, you’ll have the opportunity for an advanced peek into our plans for the
November MVO Task Force Connect newsletter. In place of our usual monthly content, we
will be publishing a special 2025 MVO Task Force Giving Guide designed to shift gears
and focus on giving. This guide will be a directory-style edition dedicated to spotlighting
many of our Task Force partners, where you’ll find a front-row seat to discover and learn
about the incredible Veteran-aligned initiatives they lead, and how your support through
donations, volunteers, or corporate sponsorship can help them to continue, grow, and
excel.  

Enjoy this edition, and until next month… always remember… 

Together, we can achieve more for America’s Heroes.

LTC (Ret) Kathryn M. Poynton
Director, Military & Veteran Organization (MVO) Task Force
NVBDC Board of Directors
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With 525 chapters (and growing) across
the U.S., Africa, Asia and Pacific region,
Europe, North America, and South
America, the organization provides
members with an extremely powerful
network to support growth across
virtually every sector and geography. 

“Our mission is to make doing business
across regions and borders as easy as
doing business across the street,” said
Doug Bruhnke, CEO and founder of
Global Chamber. 

Members gain access to training, the
Export Circles program, and communities
of professionals equally committed to
global expansion. The organization
emphasizes inclusion, equity, and
transparency, ensuring that business
leaders from diverse backgrounds have a
safe and supportive space to collaborate.
By fostering this environment, Global
Chamber advances its vision of creating a
world where international trade is not
only easier, but also more inclusive and
widely appreciated.

One of the most impactful recent wins
demonstrates how meaningful these
connections can be. A U.S. technology
company, founded by a Veteran
entrepreneur, sought to expand its
telemedicine solution beyond the U.S.
Through Global Chamber’s network, the
company was connected with a leader
of a top healthcare system in Argentina,
leading to a partnership that helped the
company become the number one
telemedicine provider in the country. It
is a reminder that success often comes
down to the right connection at the right
time.

Global Chamber is continuing to expand
its global operating system to better
support members worldwide. The
platform, powered by people and AI,
connects company leaders to clients,
resources, information, and global events. 
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Global Chamber: Making International Growth Simpler for 
Businesses Everywhere

Doug Bruhnke
CEO & Founder, Global Chamber

In addition, the organization is building
regional leadership teams across its
chapters, providing members with local
experts who can help them connect,
collaborate, and grow sustainably.

“We want to create a world where global
business is better understood and
appreciated, and more companies take
advantage of the extraordinary
opportunities that global trade
provides,” said Bruhnke.

Veteran business owners and
entrepreneurs interested in learning
more or becoming a member can get
in touch with Christopher Herring,
Executive Director of Global Chamber
and Retired U.S. Air Force Officer, at
christopher@globalchamber.org. 

Growing a business is never easy, and when companies look to expand across
regions and borders, the challenges multiply. The chance of failure also increases
when businesses attempt to scale globally. That reality inspired the creation of
Global Chamber, an organization dedicated to simplifying international business
growth and creating opportunities for leaders to succeed, no matter where they
operate.

To explore upcoming events, connect with global business leaders, or learn
more about Global Chamber programs, visit globalchamber.org.

Executive Director Christopher Herring
and Founder and CEO Doug Bruhnke

Christopher Herring
Executive Director, Global Chamber

Global Chamber Phoenix 9th Annual
Women in Global Leadership.

https://www.facebook.com/nvbdc/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-veteran-business-development-council/
https://nvbdc.org/
http://globalchamber.org/
https://nvbdc.org/
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Since joining the MVO Task Force in
February 2024, when we first reported
on them in Connect for their innovative
approach to volunteer management,
Bugle has made significant strides in
helping nonprofits and Veteran-focused
organizations mobilize volunteers,
manage events, and track community
impact through its volunteering
platform. Bugle’s milestones this past
year demonstrate their growth,
innovation, and impact.

Bugle successfully raised its pre-seed
funding round, led by ACE Capital,
providing critical resources to accelerate
growth, enhance features, and expand
its reach worldwide. The platform also
launched crowdfunding functionality to
more easily collect individual donations
for projects or events, engage supporters
with tangible impact, and secure
additional resources to expand
programming beyond general
fundraising. With Bugle’s Impact
Update tool, nonprofits can share
project outcomes with donors and
volunteers, creating transparency,
accountability, and a stronger sense of
community among supporters.

Another major enhancement is Bugle’s
group reservation functionality, which
makes it easier for corporate teams to
register and participate in volunteer
events. By simplifying the logistics of
large-group volunteering, Bugle is
making it easier for organizations to
engage employees, strengthen team
bonds, and deliver meaningful support
to local communities.

Bugle’s innovation has been well-
received and its growth has been
impressive. Through word of mouth and
a growing organic demand, Bugle adds
one new nonprofit every day and now
serves nonprofits and non-governmental
organizations in 12 countries, welcoming
its first Swedish organization in
September. Over the past year,
approximately 12,000 volunteers used
Bugle to support nonprofit activities,
contributing an estimated $1.8 million in
social services to communities in need.

“Our team and supporters enabled us
to launch Bugle’s new tools and
empower thousands of volunteers to
turn good intentions into real impact.
And we’re just getting started,” said
Ryan Johnson, CEO and co-founder of
Bugle and U.S. Army Special Forces
Veteran. “As we continue innovating, our
goal is to help even more nonprofits,
Veterans, and volunteers turn their
efforts into measurable change—and to
double volunteering in the U.S. by 2030,
and worldwide by 2036.”

Guided by U.S. Marine 1st Lt. Travis
Manion’s philosophy—“If not me, then
who?”—Bugle empowers Veterans,
nonprofit staff, and volunteers to take
matters into their own hands. With
intuitive tools for event management,
volunteer coordination, fundraising, and
impact reporting, organizations can
focus on what matters most: serving
their communities.
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Bugle Expands Reach, Launches New Features, and Mobilizes Thousands
of Volunteers

Bugle

Ryan Johnson
CEO, Bugle

Learn how Bugle makes it easy to mobilize volunteers 
and create impact at buglevolunteers.com.

Bugle’s digital check-in/out solutions
enable volunteers to check into events

using a QR code or GPS on their device or
a digital kiosk on a tablet or laptop.

“We aim to double
volunteering in the U.S.
by 2030, and worldwide

by 2036.” 
– Ryan Johnson

Bugle
streamlines

crowdfunding,
digital waiver
management,

online
registration,
and QR code
check-in for
volunteering

events.

https://www.facebook.com/nvbdc/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-veteran-business-development-council/
https://nvbdc.org/
http://buglevolunteers.com/
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Peer-to-peer initiatives, such as Blue Star
Support Circles: Upstream Solutions to
Crisis and Veteran caregiver groups, offer
trusted connections and are guided by
mental health professionals. Signature
programs, including the 4+1
Commitment for Military Spouse
Success, Nourish the Service, and Do
Your Part, tackle employment, food
insecurity, and community engagement.
The Outdoor Explorers for All program
helps military families connect with
nature. Together, these initiatives help
families not only manage the demands of
military life, but thrive in it. 

“Wherever military and Veteran families
go, they deserve to feel at home—
welcomed, included, and celebrated. At
Blue Star Families, we’re proving that
military life can be not only manageable,
but joyful. Because when we stand
together, we don’t just support our
families—we lift them up, strengthen
our communities, and remind the world
that military life is a source of pride and
connection,” said Roth-Douquet.

The impact is measurable. Findings from
the annual Military Family Lifestyle Survey
shaped provisions in the 2025 National
Defense Authorization Act, resulting in
increased pay for junior enlisted members,
expanded childcare, and enhanced
employment support for military spouses.

Looking ahead, Blue Star Families
continues to grow through its chapters,
outposts, and the Blue Star Neighborhood
digital platform, creating more
opportunities for military and Veteran
families to connect, engage, and thrive. 

Military life comes with unique challenges
—frequent moves, deployments, and
navigating transitions between service
and civilian life. Recognizing the need for
better support, Kathy Roth-Douquet and
other members of the military
community launched Blue Star Families
in 2009 to amplify their voices, provide
meaningful resources, and build a
connected network that helps them
thrive. Today, the organization continues
to transform support for military families
through local chapters and outposts,
peer-to-peer programs, events, career
and caregiver resources, and a digital
platform that connects families
nationwide.

Blue Star Families follows a simple model:
Listen. Partner. Share. Act. It listens to
families, partners with leading
organizations, shares insights, and acts on
what is needed most. Serving both
military and Veteran families—including
active duty, National Guard, Reserve, and
transitioning service members—Blue Star
Families offers multiple ways to connect,
engage, and find support. 

One way it connects families is through its
digital Blue Star Neighborhood, a digital
platform for meeting peers with shared
experiences, accessing resources, joining
interest-based groups, and participating
in virtual or local events.
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Military and Veteran families, along with supporters, can volunteer, attend
events, or explore programs. To get involved or learn more, visit

bluestarfam.org.

Blue Star Families Builds Stronger Communities for Military Families
Across America

Kathy Roth-Douquet
CEO, Blue Star Families

Blue Star Families offers once-in-a-lifetime
experiences like the Ford Proud to Honor

Bronco Off-Roadeo.

Blue Star Families addresses a wide
spectrum of needs, spanning career
development, caregiving, mental health,
community engagement, and family
well-being. 

Blue Star Families is all about
community—connecting military and
Veteran families with each other and

within their local neighborhoods. Outdoor programming fosters belonging,
strengthens bonds, and boosts overall

well-being.

https://www.facebook.com/nvbdc/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-veteran-business-development-council/
https://nvbdc.org/
http://bluestarfam.org/
https://nvbdc.org/
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The problem is that there are too many
available resources with no clear,
organized way to engage them. This is
where Combined Arms comes in. 

Combined Arms, a nationally recognized
nonprofit, solves this problem by offering a
centralized, technology-driven platform
that connects individuals to a vetted
network of local, state, and federal
providers. 

The result is a user-friendly, “shopping-
cart-style” interface that allows
Veterans and families to select multiple
services at once. This provides a seamless
experience tailored to their unique needs
and ensures access to resources quickly,
efficiently, and reliably.

“We never guess what solution someone
needs; instead, they tell us their needs—
and we give them the best resources and
platform to support those needs,” said
Mike Hutchings, CEO of Combined Arms. 

“This is the mindset we all have at
Combined Arms—we listen to the client
(Veteran) first, and find a solution to
support them,” added Alexa Petty, North
Texas partnership development manager. 

This client-focused approach ensures
that every connection is meaningful,
timely, and tailored to the individual’s
unique circumstances.

A highlight of Combined Arms’ work is
the Texas Veterans Network (TVN), its
flagship program. Launched in 2020 with
funding from the Texas Workforce
Commission, TVN has grown into a
statewide network of more than 350
organizations and state agencies,
offering over 1,200 unique resources.
Since its inception, the program has
connected more than 85,000 Veterans
and family members to free services—
making Texas the first interconnected
state for the military-connected
community. Headquartered in Houston,
Combined Arms now partners with
nationwide organizations and agencies
to ensure that Veterans and military
families have access to the resources they
need, regardless of location.

In addition to connecting Veterans to
services, Combined Arms is committed to
increasing Veteran and military spouse
employment and retention. The
organization develops strategic
partnerships with corporations, and
collaborates with local and federal
agencies to amplify Veteran hiring
initiatives. It also promotes community
integration and family support through
tailored outreach activities designed to
strengthen the bonds among Veterans,
their families, and the communities
where they live.
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Volunteer opportunities with Combined Arms vary by region, and donations
directly support expanding programs and services. Veterans, military families,

and community supporters can learn more, volunteer, or donate by visiting
combinedarms.us.

Veterans and their families may struggle to find help because the programs and
services available to them are often scattered, uncoordinated, and hard to
navigate. When they try to get support—whether for mental health, housing, food,
finances, jobs, legal needs, or reintegration into the community—they often
encounter confusion, redundancy, and gaps, making it difficult to access the help
they actually need.

Alexa Petty
North Texas Partnership
Development Manager,

Combined Arms

The Texas Veterans Network is the
organization’s flagship program.

Combined Arms helps with food
distribution by connecting the military

community to food assistance programs
and local pantries.

Combined Arms hosts events where
Veterans can share where they

became “United After the Uniform.”

https://www.facebook.com/nvbdc/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-veteran-business-development-council/
https://nvbdc.org/
http://combinedarms.us/
https://nvbdc.org/
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For many of our Task Force partners, the months leading into the holidays are
when the need for donations, sponsors, and volunteers is felt most deeply. What
better way to help our member organizations bring support to those in need
than through the MVO Task Force Giving Guide?

This November, our monthly Connect newsletter will be replaced with a
special directory-style charitable Giving Guide featuring profiles of the
incredible member organizations in our MVO Task Force network. Don’t miss this
opportunity to get involved! 

Whether you’re seeking a meaningful holiday gift, like donating on behalf of a
Veteran in your life or supporting a Veteran-aligned cause, or are planning ahead
to make an impact this season, the Giving Guide makes it easy to support causes
that matter. With direct links to donate, volunteer, or sponsor, it’s your one-stop
resource for spreading generosity.

Questions? Contact Kathy Poynton at (703) 282-6862 
or kpoynton@nvbdc.org. 

Time is running out to join top corporate leaders, procurement professionals, and
the nation’s most successful certified service-disabled and Veteran-owned
businesses for two days of networking, learning, and growth. Occurring October 29–
30 at the Marriott Spartanburg in South Carolina, this signature event is your
chance to connect with the biggest players in Veteran business development.

More than 500 attendees will engage in keynote presentations, panel discussions,
and breakout sessions that provide insights on procurement, emerging business
opportunities, and strategies for success—including fireside chats with top
companies like Stellantis and Sonoco. There will be a panel discussion on export
opportunities hosted by the International Trade Administration for SD/VOBs looking
to take their business globally. Visit 50+ exhibitor booths and participate in the 200+
one-on-one matchmaking meetings, creating direct connections with corporate
procurement professionals and decision-makers.

This year’s event will also honor achievement through the NVBDC National Awards,
recognizing outstanding Veteran business owners, corporate advocates, and
resource partners for their contributions to the Veteran business community.

Register now, as space is limited! Don’t miss this chance to expand your network,
grow your business, and celebrate Veteran entrepreneurship in a vibrant, action-
packed environment!
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Last Chance to Register: NVBDC National Veteran Business
Matchmaking Conference & Veteran Marketplace 2025
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Register today, secure your hotel accommodations, and download
the full agenda at nvbdc.org/events.

The Season of Giving: Coming Soon from NVBDC

Keep an eye on your inbox in early
November—this is one resource you
won’t want to miss!

MVO Task Force Giving Guide.

https://www.facebook.com/nvbdc/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-veteran-business-development-council/
https://nvbdc.org/
http://nvbdc.org/events
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http://nvbdc.org/events
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NVBDC’s sponsorship underscores our
commitment to positioning service-
disabled and Veteran-owned
businesses at the forefront of global trade
and supply chain development. By
aligning with ITA, we are creating direct
pathways for certified Veteran businesses
to connect with government agencies,
procurement professionals, and
international trade experts. This
collaboration complements NVBDC’s
broader Global Initiatives Campaign,
which provides directional access to
resource partners such as ITA, EXIM
Bank, SBA, and the Global Chamber.

In addition to nationwide events hosted
by ITA, NVBDC will be promoting
Manufacturing Month across our new
Global Initiatives Calendar—a
centralized hub that highlights
international opportunities, training
sessions, and partner events. By
leveraging this platform, certified
Veteran-owned businesses can more
easily access manufacturing-related
workshops, networking sessions, and
tools that support long-term success.

“Manufacturing Month represents
more than recognition—it’s about
action,” said Kathy Poynton, NVBDC’s
Military & Veteran Organization Task
Force Director. “By sponsoring ITA’s
initiative, NVBDC is helping our certified
Veteran-owned businesses tap into a
global ecosystem of opportunities that
can transform their companies and
create sustainable growth.”

As the only third-party Veteran business
certification organization recognized by
America’s leading corporations, NVBDC
is uniquely positioned to ensure that
certified Veterans not only gain visibility,
but also thrive in competitive industries
such as manufacturing. Our partnership
with ITA reinforces this commitment,
giving Veterans the tools, training, and
international connections needed to
compete at the highest level.

This October, we invite all our certified
Veteran business owners—and those
considering certification—to take
advantage of Manufacturing Month
resources and events.

NVBDC Sponsors ITA’s Manufacturing Month: Expanding Opportunities
for Veteran-Owned Businesses

October marks Manufacturing Month, a nationwide initiative led by the
International Trade Administration (ITA) to celebrate the vital role of manufacturing
in America’s economy, and to highlight the opportunities available for businesses of
all sizes in the global marketplace. As part of our mission to expand resources and
opportunities for Veteran entrepreneurs, the National Veteran Business
Development Council (NVBDC) is proud to sponsor this important initiative.

Manufacturing has long been the backbone of U.S. economic strength, supporting
millions of jobs and fueling innovation across every sector. For Veteran-owned
businesses, the sector represents a unique opportunity to leverage leadership,
problem-solving skills, and adaptability—qualities that align perfectly with
manufacturing’s demands. Through ITA’s Manufacturing Month, companies gain
access to resources that promote growth, export readiness, and international
expansion.

Your next opportunity in manufacturing
and global trade is waiting.

Register Today:
Upcoming Global Events

Association of the United States
Army Annual Meeting (AUSA)

       Oct. 13–15, 2025

Exporting Innovation: U.S.
Composites in Advanced
Manufacturing, Defense &
Automotive

       Oct. 14, 2025

Using Incoterms to Grow and
Protect Your Rural Export
Business

       Oct. 16, 2025

Global Business Opportunities
at CES 2026

      Oct. 16, 2025

U.S. Pavilion at Expo Agua Peru
       Oct. 16–18, 2025

Automation at the Frontier of
the Manufacturing Industry

       Oct. 21, 2025

Critical Mineral and Mining
Projects in Peru: Opportunities
for U.S. Businesses 

       Oct. 28, 2025

See pages 8-9 for a complete list of
upcoming October-November
events. Full details and registration
links will be available on the new
NVBDC Global Initiatives Calendar:
nvbdc.org/global-events

https://www.facebook.com/nvbdc/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-veteran-business-development-council/
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Upcoming Events & Happenings* 
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Do you have news to share, or are you interested in featuring your organization in a future issue? We welcome your updates and interest. 

Please connect with MVO Task Force Director LTC (Ret) Kathryn M. Poynton • kpoynton@nvbdc.org • 703-282-6862

*Listed are upcoming events known at the time of publication. Additional events are available on our website.
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