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As 2024 draws to a close, the National Veteran Business Development Council
(NVBDC) and especially the Military & Veteran Organization (MVO) Task Force have
had an unprecedent year. NVBDC hit a milestone as it reached its 10th year of
supporting and assisting service disabled/veteran owned businesses (SD/VOBs)
achieve unparalleled levels of success with their businesses. The MVO TF grew by 
13 new members to include partnering with the International Trade Administration
(ITA), bringing the total to 74 members strong. 

If you were one of the hundreds that attended this year’s NVBDC National
conference last month you were witness to an historical landmark event with 
the official partnership signing between the NVBDC and the ITA. This new
partnership opens doors to the next logical step in the evolution of bringing 
more opportunities for our SD/VOBs by way of the international marketplace.
Countless connections were made between our corporate partners and SD/VOBs
that marked 2024 as one the most successful and well-attended conferences to
date for NVBDC. 

In this edition, we spotlight two of our task force members who have been
honored for their support of our veteran community. Robert Middleton, who is
not only part of NVBDC’s leadership, but the Commandant of the Montford Point
Marines of America, received a lifetime achievement award presented by the
White House, and The Farmer Veteran Coalition was inducted into the Howe’s
Hall of Fame.  

Connect with three of our task force members. Meet our newest member, Still
Serving Veterans. Established in 2006, this organization is dedicated to making a
lasting impact on Veterans and their families by providing professional support
services that empower and equip them for a secure future. The Rosie Network’s
mission is to build stronger military families through entrepreneurial programs
and support services that empower military spouses, transitioning service
members and veterans, increasing the financial stability and self-sufficiency of
American families who serve. And VetBiz Central assists Veterans, Active Duty,
Guard and Reserve Members with the expansion of their businesses through
training, education, and mentoring across Michigan, assisting Veterans accessing
both federal and state contracts. 

From all of us at NVBDC and the MVO Task Force, we wish you and yours 
a Happy Holiday season and the best of everything yet to come in 2025!  

Together we can achieve more for America’s Heroes.
Kathryn M. Poynton, LTC (ret)
Director, Military & Veteran Organization (MVO) Task Force
NVBDC Board of Directors
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NVBDC Hosts Annual National Veteran Business Matchmaking

Conference in Detroit
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The National Veteran Business Development Council (NVBDC) recently hosted its
annual National Veteran Business Matchmaking Conference in Detroit, welcoming
veteran-owned businesses and corporate members from across the nation. This
year’s event introduced groundbreaking initiatives, including the launch of the
Veteran Marketplace and a new Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the
U.S. Department of Commerce’s International Trade Administration (ITA) aimed at
empowering veteran businesses in the global marketplace.

The Veteran Marketplace, one of the conference’s most anticipated highlights,
featured over 50 booths, enabling NVBDC-certified SD/VOBs to showcase their
products and services and connect with potential buyers, partners, and clients.

Central to the conference’s mission were the 1:1 matchmaking session, where
NVBDC-certified SD/VOBs engaged directly with decision makers from federal
agencies and major corporations. Through the targeted 1:1 meeting, certified
veteran owned businesses had the opportunity  to present their capabilities and
oftentimes move from relationship building to contracts. 

A conference highlight was the signing of the MOU between NVBDC and the ITA, 
a collaboration that will grant NVBDC-certified businesses access to ITA’s resources,
including export guidance, market insights, and international networking
opportunities. NVBDC leader Keith King and ITA Deputy Assistant Secretary for the
US Field, Kendee Yamaguchi, signed this agreement, emphasizing a shared
commitment to helping veteran businesses thrive internationally.

In addition to these features, attendees benefited from panel discussions led by
industry experts and veteran entrepreneurs. Sessions covered crucial topics like
certification, contracting, funding, and scaling for global markets, equipping
veteran entrepreneurs with the tools needed for business growth and resilience.

The conference’s networking opportunities extended beyond formal sessions,
including the popular “Vets Night Out” event that featured the new Veteran
Marketplace platform. The conference concluded with the 2024 Awards Ceremony,
celebrating corporate partners who have championed Veteran-owned businesses
and supported NVBDC’s mission of economic empowerment for veterans.

NVBDC’s National Veteran
Business Matchmaking
Conference continues to be a
cornerstone event for
Veteran-owned businesses
seeking growth and
opportunity. We hope you
can join us in 2025 in
Spartanburg, SC! See you
there! For more details on
NVBDC events and initiatives,
visit NVBDC.org.
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Farmer Veteran Coalition Inducted into Howes Hall of Fame
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Robert Middleton 
White House Award

The Farmer Veteran Coalition, an
NVBDC MVO Task Force member, is
pleased to announce its induction into
the prestigious Howes Hall of Fame,
honoring its commitment to supporting
those who serve in the military who are
building America’s agricultural future.

“The Farmer Veteran Coalition has been
instrumental in empowering veterans
through agriculture, providing them
with the skills they need to succeed in
farming,” said Rob Howes, President of
Howes Products. “Their dedication to
helping veterans transition from the
military to civilian life though farming is
truly commendable. We are honored to
recognize their efforts and welcome
them into the Howes Hall of Fame.”

Founded in 2009, the FVC is a national
nonprofit organization that empowers
military veterans to transition into
careers in agriculture and help them to
become successful farmers. Through
education, resources, and mentorship,
the FVC fosters economic opportunities,
promotes sustainable agriculture, and
strengthens rural communities while
supporting veterans in building
meaningful post-service livelihoods in 

farming. It also offers a Fellowship Fund;
a small grant program that assists in
providing needed items for veterans’
farm operations. 

Additionally, the FVC operates the
Homegrown by Heroes labeling
program, which certifies veteran-grown
agricultural products and identifies
producers on MarketMaker, an online
platform selling direct to consumers.
Currently, the FVC boasts a membership
of more than 50,000.

Jennette Lombardo, CEO of the Farmer
Veteran Coalition, expressed her
gratitude for the recognition. “Being
inducted into the Howes Hall of Fame is
a tremendous honor for our
organization. It underscores the
importance of our mission and the
impact we are making on the lives of
veteran farmers and their families across
the country. We are committed to
continuing our work, expanding our
programs, and supporting even more
veterans in their agriculture endeavors.”  

Learn more about the Farmer Veteran
Coalition here: farmvetco.org.

Marine’s Commitment to Service Honored with Prestigious Awards

NVBDC Task Force member, Marine
Robert B. Middleton II, Sergeant, ret,
has received two prestigious honors
this fall acknowledging his years of
dedication to serving the veteran
community and the community-at-
large: an honorary doctorate in
business administration and The
Presidential Lifetime Achievement
Gold Medal Award, the latter was
awarded on November 23, 2024.

“I hope that my awards, for which I am
most grateful, will open new doors to
help veterans and disadvantaged
people,” said Middleton. 

Currently, the 77-years-young
Middleton also serves as the National
Commandant for the Montford Point
Marines of America, which preserves
the history of the nation’s first African
American Marines who served in WWII. 

He also is a member of the
Commandant of the Marine Corps
Advisory Council. Additionally,
Middleton continues his multi-decades
volunteer work assisting veterans as
they re-integrate into society after
military service, as well as his work with
disadvantaged youth and adults.

A man of many interests, Middleton
retired from a successful
entrepreneurial career, where he
owned several businesses. With his
Honorary Doctorate in Business
Administration and the Presidential
Lifetime Achievement Gold Medal
Award., Middleton plans to continue to
open doors for domestic and
international business, advocate for
veteran causes, and engage in
humanitarian endeavors.

Farmer Veteran Coalition

Jennette Lombardo, Executive
Director, receives Hall of Fame

trophy at this year's annual
Farmer Veteran Coalition

Conference in Kansas City, MO.
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Robert Middleton II with his
wife, Mentory, as he receives

honorary doctoral degree.
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Jim King, Chief Programs Officer at Still
Serving Veterans (SSV), is committed to
empowering veterans and their families
as they transition from military to civilian
life. Joining SSV in 2020 as a Career and
Transition Counselor and later becoming
the Chief Programs Officer, King draws
on his own experiences as a retired Navy
veteran to support others facing the
unique challenges of reintegration.

SSV’s mission is simple yet powerful: "To
make a lasting impact on Veterans and
their families by providing professional
support services that empower and
equip them for a secure future." Through
programs in career transition, claims and
benefits assistance, and veteran support
services, SSV ensures that veterans
across the U.S. — and even those
stationed overseas — have access to
critical resources for building
meaningful lives post-service.

SSV’s partnership with the NVBDC 
MVO Task Force is powerful because 
it reinforces SSV’s commitment to
veterans. This collaboration connects
SSV clients, especially those interested 
in entrepreneurship, with vital resources
and support networks designed for
service-disabled and veteran-owned
businesses. “Your commitment to
improving opportunities for veteran-
owned businesses and their families is
inspiring, and partnering with the
NVBDC MVO Task Force was a natural 
fit for us,” King shared.

SSV’s services are grounded in
experience, with nearly all staff members
being veterans or spouses of veterans
themselves. Their programs focus on
preparing clients for the next chapter,
including innovative tools like AI
technology to refine job-search skills.
This personal connection, combined
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Empowering Veterans for a Secure Future: 

The Mission of Still Serving Veterans

Serving Veteran counselors.

with strategic support initiatives, has
established SSV as a “go-to” resource 
for veterans across the Southern 
United States.

Through partnerships with organizations
like the Call of Duty Endowment, SSV
continues to make a definite impact. 
“We are one of only ten primary grantees
of the Call of Duty Endowment,” King
noted, “and we’re incredibly proud of that
distinction.” This partnership enables SSV
to expand its reach and serve even more
veterans in need.

As a nonprofit, SSV offers all services free
of charge, funded by donations from
those who share their mission. Supporters
are encouraged to become monthly
donors at ssv.org/donate to help sustain
these life-changing services for veterans
and their families.

Looking to the future, SSV remains
dedicated to being the leading veteran
service organization throughout the
Southern United States, embodying a
vision set forth by Rear Admiral Richard
"Rich" Landolt, U.S. Navy Retired and
SSV’s President and CEO: “To be the 
‘Go To’ Veteran Service organization
throughout the Southern United States.”

To learn more about Still Serving
Veterans and to explore ways to
 support their mission, visit ssv.org.

Workshop attendees share their stories,
hesitations and fears about their new civilian life. 

"Surviving the Transition Wilderness" workshop attendees from the Fort Moore area
celebrate a productive day. This unique workshop enables transitioning service members

to step out of their uniform and define what their civilian story will be.

Above Upper Left: Richard Landolt,
Rear Admiral, USN, ret., President and
CEO, Still Serving Veterans (in uniform)

Above Lower Right: Richard Landolt,
Rear Admiral, USN, ret., President and

CEO, Still Serving Veterans

Richard Landolt,

President and CEO
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Stephanie Brown, CEO and Founder of
The Rosie Network, started her journey
in supporting the military and veteran
community through a personal
experience. As a military spouse, she
sold her own business to relocate
overseas with her husband. Over time,
she noticed the significant challenges
that military spouses and veterans
faced in business. This realization led to
the founding of The Rosie Network, an
organization dedicated to providing
military families with the resources,
mentorship, and connections needed 
to thrive as entrepreneurs.

The Rosie Network serves a broad
segment of the military community,
including transitioning service
members, reservists, veterans, and
military spouses. “Those who have
served our nation deserve access to 
the American Dream of small business
ownership,” says Brown. The
organization’s Service2CEO program —
a college-accredited course — is one of
its flagship initiatives, offering intensive,
cohort-based training designed to meet
entrepreneurs at every stage of their
journey. Through ongoing alumni
programming, mentorship, and
resources, The Rosie Network ensures
that support doesn’t end at graduation;
instead, members are continuously
guided and connected.

Partnering with the NVBDC’s MVO 
Task Force is a natural step for The
Rosie Network, and aligns with
Stephanie’s belief in collaborative
efforts to strengthen the veteran and
military community. “A rising tide lifts
all ships,” she explains. Working with
the NVBDC MVO Task Force enables
The Rosie Network to extend its reach
and impact, combining efforts to create
more opportunities for veterans and
military spouses.

The Rosie Network has achieved several
significant milestones. One of the
organization’s most impactful wins was
helping to pass the federal Military
Spouse Entrepreneur Act, which
reimburses certain business expenses
for spouses who incur costs due to
Permanent Change of Station (PCS)
moves. This legislation is a critical step
in breaking down the barriers that often
hinder military families from pursuing
their entrepreneurial dreams. The
organization also is actively engaged in
advocating for policies that ease market
entry and growth for veteran- and
spouse-owned businesses.

Looking ahead, The Rosie Network
plans to expand its programming in
2025 to meet the needs of its growing
membership. This includes launching
additional cohorts in the Service2CEO
program and introducing new
initiatives designed to foster continued
learning and support. The organization
is especially excited about its Holiday
Buying Guide, which showcases
hundreds of veteran- and spouse-
owned businesses during National
Veteran Small Business Week and
throughout the holiday season. In
addition, its Mentoring MATTERS series
provides webinars that connect
veterans and military spouses with
expert mentors for valuable guidance.

In the words of her late husband, Rear
Admiral Tom Brown, “Everyone needs 
a purpose in life, helping others find
theirs is a gift.” This sentiment, which
Stephanie holds dear, underpins The
Rosie Network’s mission to empower
military families to find purpose
through entrepreneurship.

The Rosie Network is always seeking
mentors and subject matter experts
who are eager to support the military
community by sharing their knowledge
and experience. For those interested in
contributing or learning more,
Stephanie encourages them to visit The
Rosie Network’s website or reach out
via email.

The Rosie Network and NVBDC’s MVO
Task Force are committed to building a
future where military families have the
tools and opportunities to succeed by
honoring their service through a
pathway to entrepreneurial success.
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The Rosie Network’s Mission 

to Support Veteran and Spouse-Owned Businesses

Stephanie Brown with a Rosie Chapter cohort.

Stephanie Brown highlights local veteran
and military spouse-owned small business

products on FOX News Channel.

Stephanie Brown, testifies before the
Joint Congressional Small Business and

Veterans Affairs Committees.

Stephanie Brown, CEO
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VetBizCentral, under the leadership of Director Abron Andrews Jr., is dedicated to
helping military members and their spouses in Michigan, Ohio, and Indiana achieve
entrepreneurial success. Driven by a passion for veterans and business, Andrews
joined VetBizCentral to make a meaningful impact in the lives of those
transitioning from military service to civilian business ownership.

VetBizCentral provides military members with the latest resources and guidance 
to start, sustain, and grow their businesses. The organization operates as a "One
Stop Shop," offering a trusted space for veterans and their families to receive
personalized support, whether they are just beginning their entrepreneurial
journey or scaling an existing business. “VetBizCentral exists to serve our military
members and spouses. We’re here not to tell you what you can’t do, but to support
your entrepreneurial dreams with counseling and resources,” says Andrews.

The organization partners with the NVBDC MVO Task Force, hosting events like 
the Veterans MatchMaking Event and Veterans Meet & Greet. These gatherings
connect veteran business owners with procurement specialists from federal
agencies and corporate partners, bridging the gap between veteran-owned
businesses and the private sector. “When I started at VetBizCentral, we were
already collaborating with NVBDC to create events that build these critical
connections. Our goal is to open doors for veterans within the corporate world,”
explains Andrews.

To fulfill its mission, VetBizCentral offers a comprehensive array of programs,
including Boots to Business/Reboot, Small Business Start-Up Orientation, and
Operation Entrepreneur, a workshop series focused on foundational skills. Through
events like the Contracts & Coffee Webinar Series and Empowering Women
Veterans and Military Spouses Entrepreneurship Training, VetBizCentral ensures
that veterans have access to essential resources for every stage of their business.

This dedication to supporting veterans has not gone unnoticed. VetBizCentral
earned the Veteran Business Outreach Center Excellence in Service Award in 2017
and has proudly nominated several veteran entrepreneurs for the Michigan
Celebrates Award. These recognitions underscore the organization’s unwavering
commitment to excellence and impact.
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VetBizCentral’s Mission of Support and Success 
Empowers Veteran Entrepreneurs

2022 Michigan Small Business
Administration Award, Abron Andrews Jr.,

Director of VetBizCentral, honored as
District Director of the Year.

Boots to Business Training in Indiana.

Boots to Business Training in Michigan.

Boots to Business Training in Ohio.

Michigan Celebrate Veteran Business
Award winner, Brice Wetter.

Looking forward,
VetBizCentral remains
focused on its mission of
providing accessible,
expert counseling, and
resources to veterans. As
Andrews puts it, "When
you contact us, someone
will answer the call." 
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Upcoming Events & Happenings* visit our events page here
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CLICK HERE TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THESE EVENTS HOSTED BY OUR MVO TASK FORCE MEMBERS
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