
Welcome to the MVO Task Force Connect!

In September, we celebrate Labor Day, a federal holiday dating back to 1894. This
holiday honors American workers for all their continued contributions and
achievements that have transformed this great country over many years, from the
days of the Industrial Revolution to today’s era of modern technology. Labor Day,
created by the labor movement in the late 19th century, became a federal holiday
signed into law by President Grover Cleveland. 
 
Our veterans are no strangers to hard work and doing what it takes to excel.
Whether working a traditional "9 to 5" or venturing down the path of starting their
own business, veterans give 110%. This month’s edition highlights a few select
organizations that dedicate their focus and attention to helping our veterans excel
in today’s workforce.   
 
The National Veteran Business Development Council (NVBDC) is the only Veteran-
Owned Business (VOB) Certification organization developed by veterans for
veterans. NVBDC is a credible and reliable certifying authority for businesses of all
sizes, ensuring valid documentation of veteran ownership and control exists. In
addition to certification, NVBDC opens doors for our VOBs through events such as
our National Conference, which provides opportunities to engage with corporate
America. This year’s conference will include an add-on feature introducing our
partnership with the International Trade Administration, including sessions on
exports in the global marketplace.  
 
We also explore a landmark partnership between NVBDC and the Small Business
Administration (SBA). Through this collaborative effort, NVBDC will work intimately
with SBA’s Resource Partners to deliver essential business development
information, up-to-date data, and comprehensive access to SBA resources. 
 
Interested in starting a business in Texas? Turn the page and meet Task Force
partner the Texas Veterans Commission’s Veteran Entrepreneur program (TVC-
VEP). This TVC program is dedicated to helping veterans start businesses. In other
TVC news, meet the newly appointed commissioner, Chuck Wright, as he outlines
his plan to support Texas veterans.   
  
Check out and share all the exciting upcoming events hosted by our Task Force
partners. Mark your calendars, and don’t hesitate to register for these events today!

Together, we can achieve more for America’s Heroes.

Kathryn M. Poynton, LTC (Ret.)
Director, MVO TF
NVBDC Board of Directors

MVO TASK FORCE CONNECT

NEWSLETTER

IN THIS ISSUE:

Featured MVO Task 

Force Member

Volume 10, September 2024

NVBDC.ORG | 888-CERTIFIED | NVBDCTASKFORCE.ORG

https://www.facebook.com/nvbdc/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-veteran-business-development-council/
https://nvbdc.org/
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/grover-cleveland
http://www.nvbdc.org/
http://www.nvbdc.org/


Detroit is gearing up to host one of the most anticipated events for veteran-
owned businesses (VOBs) nationwide — the National Veteran Business
Development Matchmaking Conference. This year’s event promises to be
bigger and better than ever, featuring an exciting new addition and the return
of some legendary favorites. If you’re a veteran business owner, this conference
is an unparalleled opportunity to grow your business, learn from the best, and
connect with others who share your experience.

One of the most exciting features this year is the launch of the Veteran
Marketplace. This new initiative is designed to showcase the products and
services offered by VOBs. It’s a unique opportunity for vendors to connect with
potential buyers, partners, and clients on a national scale. Whether you’re
looking to network, form strategic partnerships, or discover new products
and services, the Veteran Marketplace is where you need to be.

At the heart of the conference are the matchmaking sessions. These sessions
are meticulously designed to connect VOBs with key decision-makers from the
federal government, private industry, and large prime contractors. If you’re a
VOB, this is your chance to make the connections that could take your business
to the next level. Come prepared with your elevator pitch and plenty of
business cards!

The conference will also feature a series of workshops and panels led by
industry experts, successful veteran entrepreneurs, and representatives from
the Federal Reserve and other significant institutions. These sessions will cover
a wide range of topics, including business development, securing government
contracts, and funding opportunities.

Networking is a critical part of any business event, and this conference offers
plenty of it. Throughout the two days, there will be multiple opportunities to
connect with fellow veteran business owners, industry leaders, and potential
clients. These connections could be the key to opening doors for your business.

Of course, no National Veteran Business Development Matchmaking
Conference would be complete without the legendary Vets Night Out event.
This year, we’re taking it to a whole new level. Set against the backdrop of
Detroit’s vibrant nightlife, Vets Night Out is your chance to relax, unwind, and
build lasting connections in a more informal setting. Don’t miss this chance
to mingle with fellow veterans, industry leaders, and key stakeholders in a fun
and relaxed environment.

Registration is now open, and spaces are filling up fast. Visit
NVBDC.ORG/EVENTS to secure your spot and learn more about the agenda,
speakers, and exhibitors. Don’t wait — this is the event that could change the
trajectory of your business. See you there!

NVBDC.ORG | 888-CERTIFIED | NVBDCTASKFORCE.ORG

PAGE 2

Get Ready for the National Veteran Business Development

Matchmaking Conference in Detroit! 

Mark Your Calendars: October 29 and 30, 2024
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The National Veteran Business
Development Council (NVBDC)
proudly announces that Brigadier
General (Ret.) Dick Miller, President of
NVBDC, has been elected to serve as
President of the Association of the
United States Army (AUSA) Region 2.
This prestigious election took place on
April 27, 2024, marking a significant
milestone in General Miller's
distinguished career. Miller served as
the Deputy Commanding General of
the 38th Infantry Division and is a
Combat Veteran with service in
Afghanistan.

AUSA Region 2 encompasses a diverse
and extensive community of 256,000
individuals, including military
personnel, civilians, active-duty
members, reservists, guardsmen, and
veterans. The region spans
Washington D.C., Michigan, Ohio,
Indiana, Kentucky, Tennessee,
Maryland, Virginia, and West Virginia.

This year, the International Trade
Administration (ITA) will host a special
breakout room dedicated to
addressing export trade for small
businesses. Highlighting the ITA’s
involvement in the Conference as part
of their Building Bridges to Global
Markets will be a keynote address by
Arun Venkataraman, Assistant
Secretary of Commerce for Global
Markets and Director General of the
U.S. and Foreign Commercial Service
Global Markets. With extensive
experience in international trade,
Venkataraman is expected to
provide valuable insights into the
global marketplace and the vital role
veteran-owned businesses play in
strengthening U.S. trade relations.
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Brigadier General (Ret.)
Dick Miller, President

of NVBDC, President of
the Association of the

United States Army
(AUSA) Region 2

International Trade Administration Plays a Pivotal 

Role In This Year’s NVBDC National Conference 
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In a special ceremony, the U.S.
Commercial Service will present a
certificate to an NVBDC Certified
Veteran-Owned Business that has
successfully expanded its
business to international markets.
This recognition highlights the
dedication and resilience of veteran
entrepreneurs who are making
significant contributions to the U.S.
economy through global trade.

This collaboration between NVBDC
and the ITA is a testament to the
shared commitment to empowering
veteran business owners and
enhancing their competitiveness on
the world stage.

Brigadier General (Ret.) Dick Miller, President of NVBDC, Has Been

Elected To Serve as President of the Association of the United States

Army (AUSA) Region 2

"I am deeply honored by the
confidence placed in me by the
members of the second region," said
General Miller. "I look forward
to serving and supporting our Army
and their families and continuing to
inform and educate our communities
about the invaluable contributions of
the U.S. Army."

Brigadier General (Ret.) Dick Miller will
serve a two-year term as President of
Region 2, from July 1, 2024, to June 30,
2026. In this capacity, he will undertake
the important role of visiting states
within the region and engaging with all
19 chapters. He will oversee chapter
activities and ensure they are informed
and educated about the U.S. Army.
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Megan Tamez, Director of the Veteran
Entrepreneur Program (VEP) at the
Texas Veterans Commission (TVC), is
passionately committed to empowering
veterans to succeed in business.
Megan’s journey with the TVC began in
September 2014, following her return to
Texas as a veteran and military spouse.
The TVC provided crucial support during
this transition by helping Megan find her
calling with a position assisting fellow
veterans, eventually leading her to helm
the VEP in May 2022.

The Veteran Entrepreneur Program is a
specialized initiative within the TVC that
provides comprehensive support,
resources, and guidance to veteran
entrepreneurs at every stage of their
business journey, from startup to growth
and expansion.

VEP stands out for its peer-based
support system, which includes
accredited small business consultants
who are, themselves, veterans. This
approach ensures that VEP staff deeply
understands the unique challenges
veteran entrepreneurs face. VEP offers a
range of services, from verifying
veterans’ eligibility for the Texas Veteran
Verification Letter, to waive state
formation fees and the first five years of
franchise tax, to certifying businesses as
TVC-verified veteran-owned.

Megan and her team are committed to
making the entrepreneurial process as
smooth as possible for veterans. This
year, each member of the Entrepreneur
Program became certified as a small
business consultant through the
Association of Accredited Small Business
Consultants (AASBC), enhancing their
ability to provide expert guidance.
Tamez said, "The VEP program has also
restructured its operations and

improved its online database,
significantly reducing wait times and
enabling more efficient service delivery."

Outreach is a critical component of
VEP’s strategy. The program actively
conducts presentations, classes, and
events, working with community
partners across Texas to share the TVC’s
mission and resources. This proactive
approach ensures that veterans across
the state are aware of and can access
the support they need to launch and
grow their businesses.

Megan’s leadership is guided by a deep
commitment to the holistic success of
veteran entrepreneurs. VEP’s mission is
not just about business success; it’s
about empowering veterans to leverage
their unique skills and experiences to
build thriving enterprises that
contribute to their communities.
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From Service to Startups: Inside the Texas Veterans 

Commission Veteran Entrepreneur Program

VOB Owner Ashley
Broussard of Ni's Naturals

KXAN TV Interview with VOB Owner Shawn
Patterson of CenTex Inspection Services, LLC

(L to R) Megan Tamez, Director;
Linda Luttrall, Veteran Business

Consultant; Christine Gerber,
Veteran Business Consultant; Greg

Shigemasa, Veteran Business
Consultant; Lady, VEP team mascot.

TVC Outreach Event in El Paso

TVC Outreach Event in San Antonio

Veteran Business Consultant Linda
Luttrall explained, "Through our core
values of professionalism, integrity,
compassion, commitment, and
teamwork, VEP strives to assist veterans
who seek to propel themselves and
their businesses in the State of Texas.
Our veterans are not an Army of One."

For those interested in learning more or
getting involved, VEP hosts a free,
virtual Lunch & Learn on the second
Wednesday of each month from 12:00 to
1:00 p.m. Veterans and supporters can
also subscribe to VEP’s newsletter and
explore upcoming events by visiting
tvc.texas.gov/entrepreneurs.
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Chuck Wright, Texas Veterans
Commissioner, is at the helm of one of
the state’s most vital agencies, guiding
its mission to serve the largest
population of veterans in the United
States. Appointed by Governor Greg
Abbott in March of 2024, Wright's
leadership is instrumental in ensuring
that the Texas Veterans Commission
(TVC) continues to provide
comprehensive services to over 1.5
million veterans across the state.

Wright’s goal as Commissioner is clear:
to increase awareness of the TVC’s role
and ensure that every veteran in Texas
receives the benefits they have earned.
Under Wright's direction, the TVC has
made significant strides in supporting
veterans through a wide array of
programs. From assisting veterans in
filing disability claims and navigating VA
healthcare to providing resources for
education, employment, and
entrepreneurship, the TVC covers every
aspect of a veteran’s life.

This commitment was highlighted last
May when the Commission approved 181
grants totaling $44.2 million, projected to
serve nearly 42,000 veterans across
Texas. These grants are a testament to
the agency's dedication to addressing
the needs of veterans, from mental
health services to business support. As
Wright emphasized, "There’s a reason
why more veterans call Texas home than
any other state. We are here for our
veterans to ensure they get the benefits
they earned through service."

Wright’s journey to becoming a Texas
Veterans Commissioner is rooted in a
deep-seated passion for serving veterans.
Before his current role, he spent eight
years on the TVC’s Fund for Veteran
Assistance Advisory Committee, where
he helped allocate millions of dollars to
veteran-serving organizations. His
military background serving as a CH 46
pilot in the United States Marine Corps,
coupled with his professional experience
as the founder of a retirement income
planning firm, uniquely positions him to
understand and advocate for the needs
of Texas veterans.

Reflecting on his mission, Wright shared,
"Serving veterans is my primary passion.
I’ve been blessed with an exciting
military career and a fulfilling business 
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Chuck Wright: Serving Texas Veterans With Dedication and Vision

career, and now I have the honor of
giving back to my fellow servicemen
and women through the Texas
Veterans Commission."

Wright's personal history is as rich as
his professional one. A seventh-
generation Texan, Wright’s roots trace
back to one of Austin’s "Old 300," with
a lineage steeped in the legacy of
Texas. After growing up the son of an
Air Force member and traveling the
world, Wright returned to Texas to
complete his education before joining
the Marine Corps, where he earned his
wings and completed two WESTPAC
deployments.

Throughout his career, Wright has
been recognized for his contributions,
including receiving the Congressional
Veteran Commendation Award from
Congressman Michael Burgess and
being a finalist for the Soldier-Citizen
Award by the American College of
Financial Services. 

As Commissioner, Wright continues to
build on the Texas Veterans
Commission’s legacy, ensuring that
veterans across the state can access
the resources and support they need.
His leadership, combined with a
lifelong dedication to service,
underscores the importance of the
TVC’s mission and its impact on the
lives of Texas veterans.

"Charlie Mike… continue the mission,"
Wright often says, echoing his
commitment to the cause. The Texas
Veterans Commission is poised to do
just that — continue the mission of
serving those who have served.

Chuck Wright with Marine and Actor 
R. Lee Ermey at the Armed Forces Bowl

Chuck Wright, 
Texas Veterans Commissioner

Chuck Wright and Former President
George W. Bush at the Hope for

Warriors' Warrior Open

Chuck Wright Swearing Into 
the Texas Veterans Commission
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The National Veteran Business
Development Council (NVBDC), the
leading certification organization for
Service-Disabled and Veteran-Owned
Businesses (SD/VOBs), is excited to
announce a newly signed Strategic
Alliance Memorandum with the U.S.
Small Business Administration (SBA).
This partnership is designed to bolster
the development and expansion of
small businesses across the nation,
with a special emphasis on the veteran
community.

Through this collaborative effort,
NVBDC will work intimately with SBA’s
Resource Partners to deliver essential
business development information, up-
to-date data, and comprehensive
access to SBA resources. By enhancing
awareness of SBA’s services and
programs within its network, NVBDC
ensures that veteran business owners
receive timely referrals to SBA’s
Resource Partners. The Council will also
actively participate in and promote
SBA-sponsored events, contributing
speakers to foster a rich exchange of
knowledge. This initiative is part of a
broader strategy to strengthen the
support structure for veteran
entrepreneurs, empowering them to
leverage the extensive resources
offered by SBA effectively.

This alliance reflects the deep
commitment of both organizations to
support the growth of small businesses,
focusing particularly on those owned
by veterans. By sharing resources,
knowledge, and opportunities, NVBDC
and SBA aim to provide veterans with
the necessary tools to thrive in today’s
competitive business environment,
ensuring they have the robust support
needed to succeed.

Key Initiatives Include:
 
Information Sharing: SBA will provide
NVBDC with current information about
its programs and services, helping to
keep veteran business owners
informed and well-equipped to take
advantage of growth opportunities. 

Educational and Training Events: 
SBA will offer speakers and training
resources for NVBDC events and 
workshops, enhancing the business
acumen of veteran entrepreneurs. 

Networking Opportunities: The
alliance will facilitate greater
participation of veteran-owned
businesses in SBA-sponsored events,
providing invaluable networking
opportunities.

Keith King, Founder and CEO of NVBDC,
expressed enthusiasm about the
partnership, stating, "This Strategic
Alliance with the SBA represents a
significant advancement for veteran
business owners across the country. By
combining our resources and
knowledge with the SBA, we can more
effectively support our nation’s heroes in
achieving their entrepreneurial goals."

"Having NVBDC as part of our network
of resources through this Strategic
Alliance enhances the realm of
possibilities and accessible support for
veteran-owned small businesses no
matter where they are located," said
Robert Yannuzzi, Assistant
Administrator for SBA’s Office of
Veterans Business Development.
"NVBDC brings strategic and targeted
training for veterans looking to develop
their businesses and take them to the
next level. We are proud to partner with
them as we aim to accomplish one
singular mission: helping veteran-
owned small businesses thrive."

This partnership is set to last for two
years, with potential for extension and
expansion based on its success. Both
parties are committed to a seamless
collaboration that respects and
upholds their shared mission of
supporting veteran entrepreneurs.
Under the Strategic Alliance
Memorandum with SBA, NVBDC
commits to enhancing the services
provided to veteran-owned small
businesses.

Please visit their website here to learn
more about the U.S. Small Business
Administration.

National Veteran Business Development Council Announces 

Strategic Alliance With the U.S. Small Business Administration

Robert Yannuzzi, 

Assistant Administrator for

SBA’s Office of Veterans 

Business Development

https://www.facebook.com/nvbdc/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-veteran-business-development-council/
https://nvbdc.org/
https://www.sba.gov/
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https://www.sba.gov/person/robert-yannuzzi
https://www.sba.gov/
https://www.sba.gov/
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Do you have news to share or are you interested in featuring your organization in a future issue? We welcome your updates and interest. 

Please connect with MVO Task Force Director Lt. Col. Kathryn Poynton, Ret. • kpoynton@nvbdc.org • 703-282-6862
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publication.  Additional events are available on our website.

visit our events page here
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SEPTEMBER 5

SEPTEMBER 5

SEPTEMBER 9

SEPTEMBER 10

Boston Veterans Job Fair 

HOST: RecruitMilitary

Job Fair at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst

HOST: RecruitMilitary

Party on the Patio

HOST: Central Penn College

Art Camp & Ice Cream Social

HOST: Blue Star Families

Supply Chain Summit

HOST: ITA

SEPTEMBER 12

Greater Seattle Veterans Job Fair

HOST: RecruitMilitary

Charlotte Veterans Job Fair

HOST: RecruitMilitary

Monthly Job Club for Veterans

HOST: InVestVets

9th Annual L2F Cup

HOST: Links to Freedom Golf Foundation

10th Annual Procurement Summit/2024

HOST: NC Veteran Business Association

Sorensen Gross Company Golf Tournament

HOST: Hope For The Warriors
SEPTEMBER 12

SEPTEMBER 12

SEPTEMBER 16

Atlanta Veterans Job Fair

HOST: RecruitMilitary

Fort Cavazos Area Veterans Job Fair

HOST: RecruitMilitary
SEPTEMBER 18

2024 9/11 Heroes Run

HOST: Blue Star Families
SEPTEMBER 1

Remote Work Options for Military Spouses

HOST: Blue Star Families
SEPTEMBER 3

Military Spouse “Pathway to Business”

HOST: Blue Star Families
SEPTEMBER 3-4

SEPTEMBER 11
Nourish the Service Essentials Market @ Fort Wadsworth

HOST: Blue Star Families

Party on the Patio

HOST: Central Penn College

Nashville Veterans Job Fair

HOST: RecruitMilitary
SEPTEMBER 19

Greater Cincinnati Veterans Job Fair

HOST: RecruitMilitary

SEPTEMBER 7

Mental Health Awareness Project

HOST: CTLDomGroup, Inc.

Party on the Patio

HOST: Central Penn College

https://www.facebook.com/nvbdc/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-veteran-business-development-council/
https://nvbdc.org/
https://nvbdctaskforce.org/mvo-tf-events/
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http://www.nvbdc.org/
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SEPTEMBER 30
Hoosiers for HOPE Golf Tournament

HOST: Hope For The Warriors

SEPTEMBER 27

SEPTEMBER 27

SEPTEMBER 26

No Obstacles: A Race for the Warriors

HOST: Hope For The Warriors

Athletics Inaugural Golf Outing

HOST: Central Penn College

Job Fair at Fort Drum

HOST: RecruitMilitary

DoD Skillbridge for Employers

HOST: ID Veteran Chamber of Commerce

Job Fair at Fort Bliss

HOST: RecruitMilitary
SEPTEMBER 26

SEPTEMBER 26

SEPTEMBER 25

OCTOBER 1
Melissa Washington Small Business Award — Q4 Application Process Opens

HOST: Women Veterans Alliance 

OCTOBER 1
Eastern Region Virtual Career Fair for Veterans 

HOST: RecruitMilitary

Remote Work Options for Military Spouses 

HOST: Blue Star Families

Party on the Patio

HOST: Central Penn College

Nourish the Service Essentials Market @ Fort Wadsworth

HOST: Blue Star Families

Veterans Cook-Out

HOST: CTLDomGroup, Inc.

Veterans Business Summit 2024

HOST: JAX Veterans Chamber of Commerce

SEPTEMBER 22

Therapeutic Horticulture & Planting for a Harvest in 2024

HOST: CTLDomGroup, Inc.

Huskies & Heroes

HOST: Hope For The Warriors

Detroit Business Shower

HOST: Warrior Rising

SEPTEMBER 21

SEPTEMBER 20-21

SEPTEMBER 21

OCTOBER 1-2
Got Heart Give Hope Awards Ceremony

HOST: Hope For The Warriors

OCTOBER 3
Party on the Patio

HOST: Central Penn College

https://www.facebook.com/nvbdc/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-veteran-business-development-council/
https://nvbdc.org/
https://nvbdctaskforce.org/mvo-tf-events/
http://www.nvbdc.org/
http://www.nvbdc.org/
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2nd Annual Birdies & Bunkers Golf Classic

HOST: The Rosie Network

2024 NVBDC Matchmaking Event

HOST: NVBDC

Naval Base Kitsap Area Veterans Job Fair

HOST: RecruitMilitary

Job Fair at Naval Station Norfolk

HOST: RecruitMilitary

OCTOBER 28

OCTOBER 29-30

OCTOBER 31

10th Annual FVC Stakeholders Conference

HOST: Farmer Veteran Coalition
OCTOBER 27–29

Job Fair at Joint Base San Antonio

HOST: RecruitMilitary
OCTOBER 24

DoD Skillbridge for Employers

HOST: ID Veteran Chamber of Commerce

Nourish the Service Essentials Market @ Fort Wadsworth

HOST: Blue Star Families

Job Fair at Fort Eisenhower

HOST: RecruitMilitary
OCTOBER 23

Western Virtual Career Fair for Veterans

HOST: RecruitMilitary
OCTOBER 22

Fall Harvest Festival 2024

HOST: Central Penn College
OCTOBER 19

Job Fair at Joint Base Lewis McChord

HOST: RecruitMilitary

Job Fair at Fort Belvoir

HOST: RecruitMilitary
OCTOBER 17

Chicago Veterans Job Fair

HOST: RecruitMilitary

Colorado Springs Veterans Job Fair

HOST: RecruitMilitary

Monthly Job Club for Veterans

HOST: InVestVets

Tampa Veterans Job Fair

HOST: RecruitMilitary
OCTOBER 10

OCTOBER 10
Party on the Patio

HOST: Central Penn College

Nourish the Service Essentials Market @ Fort Wadsworth

HOST: Blue Star Families

San Diego Veterans Job Fair

HOST: RecruitMilitary
OCTOBER 9

VEA Fall Cohort: Innovation & Technology in Business (runs through November 12, 2024)

HOST: Veteran Entrepreneur Alliance
OCTOBER 8

OCTOBER 5
Therapeutic Horticulture & Planting for a Harvest in 2024

HOST: CTLDomGroup, Inc.

https://www.facebook.com/nvbdc/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-veteran-business-development-council/
https://nvbdc.org/
https://nvbdctaskforce.org/mvo-tf-events/
http://www.nvbdc.org/
http://www.nvbdc.org/
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