
Welcome to the MVO Task Force Connect!

August is like the grand finale of summer. We start saying our goodbyes to
summer’s carefree days and preparing for the busy months ahead as children get
ready to return to school, gearing up for the year’s biggest holidays and looking
toward the start of a new year. Time continues to march on, bringing with it new
days, each filled with endless exciting opportunities.
 
As a veteran-owned business (VOB), once you are certified by the National Veteran
Business Development Council (NVBDC), each day is exactly like that, filled with
exciting opportunities. These opportunities include taking your business to the
next level, networking with hundreds of major corporations, and possibly
advancing your company globally. This month, NVBDC provides yet another
opportunity, executing the first of two major networking events in Detroit.
Scheduled for August 8th, the “Doing Business With the Federal Reserve &
Corporate America” Conference is in partnership with the Federal Reserve Bank 
of Chicago and sponsored by DTE. This event brings so much potential for our
certified VOBs. Turn the page to learn more about this upcoming event and how
to register.  
 
As you continue to turn the pages, enjoy meeting four of our Task Force members.
If you happen to find yourself in Tulsa, OK, stop in for a coffee and a bit of
camaraderie at the Coffee Bunker. Take time to learn all about the services they
offer our veterans. Meet the members of the Farmer Veteran Coalition. If you have
an interest in farming and agriculture, here’s the chance to learn more about this
vast national network. Have you ever thought, “What’s a day without golf like?”
“Just kidding — I have no idea,” as they would say at Links to Freedom Golf
Foundation. Find out more about how this organization provides injured military
service members, disabled veterans, and their immediate family members/
personal caregivers with an adaptive golf program taught by PGA and LPGA
Professionals to restore a sense of freedom following life-changing events and
injuries. Lastly, meet the team at Service Women’s Action Network, better known
as SWAN. SWAN spearheads a dynamic and engaging national movement by
bringing together military women and organizations from across the country. 
 
Check out and share all the exciting upcoming events hosted by our task force
partners, and don’t hesitate to register for these events today! Mark your calendars!  

Together, we can achieve more for America’s Heroes.

Kathryn M. Poynton, LTC (Ret.)
Director, MVO TF
NVBDC Board of Directors
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Attention Veteran Business Owners! Are you ready to take your business to the
next level? NVBDC’s “Doing Business With the Federal Reserve & Corporate
America” Conference, better known as the Federal Reserve Matchmaker
Conference, is the event you can't afford to miss. Partnering with the Federal
Reserve Bank of Chicago and sponsored by DTE, this premier conference will be
held at DTE headquarters in Detroit, Michigan, on August 8th. This is your
opportunity to connect, learn, and grow your business in ways you never
thought possible. 

This conference provides a unique platform to network directly with
procurement representatives from federal agencies and major corporations.
Imagine the potential for new contracts and partnerships that could drive your
business forward. 

At this event, you’ll be able to attend several educational workshops and panel
discussions. This is an opportunity to gain invaluable insights from industry
experts. Topics will include navigating federal procurement processes,
enhancing your business strategies, and leveraging resources available to
veteran-owned businesses. These sessions are tailored to provide you with
practical knowledge to help your business thrive. During the 1:1 Matchmaking
Sessions, you’ll have the chance to present your business capabilities directly to
decision-makers from both the public and private sectors. This is a golden
opportunity to make a lasting impression and secure new business partnerships. 

No conference is complete without Inspiring Keynote Speakers. This year, we are
excited to welcome Todd McCracken, President of the National Small Business
Association (NSBA), as our esteemed Keynote Speaker. In his keynote address,
McCracken will delve into how this innovative partnership aims to empower
more Veteran-Owned Businesses to thrive in both the private and public sectors.
His extensive experience and vision for the future of small businesses make his
presentation a must-attend for anyone looking to succeed in this competitive
landscape. 

For our veteran-owned businesses, this event holds countless benefits, including
the ability to expand your current network through connecting with influential
industry leaders and peers. It will assist with building relationships with key
procurement representatives and open doors to new business opportunities and
collaborations. We promise that as a veteran-owned business, you’ll gain expert
knowledge in strategies to enhance your business operations, understand the
federal procurement processes and how to navigate them effectively. 

Don’t Miss Out! This is your chance to connect, learn, and grow your business.
Mark your calendar and prepare to be part of a transformative experience at the
NVBDC Federal Reserve Matchmaker Conference. 

For more information and to register, visit NVBDC.ORG/EVENTS. 

We look forward to seeing you in Detroit!
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The Coffee Bunker’s mission is clear: 
to support veterans and their families
in transitioning to civilian life 
through personal and professional
development. Based in Tulsa and
serving the eastern Oklahoma area,
this community-minded organization
focuses on five areas of service: place,
community, transition services, service
to community and advocacy.  

The Bunker prides itself on its ability 
to adapt to the evolving needs of its
constituency, providing vet-to-vet
assistance that addresses both 
short-term challenges and long-term
goals. From connecting veterans with
resources to address immediate needs
such as food and housing to helping
them access benefits and employment
opportunities while also serving as a
community space in which they can
get engaged and involved, the Bunker
supports veterans, service members
and their families throughout the
transition to civilian life and beyond.

Dr. Michael Horton, Executive Director
of the Coffee Bunker, is deeply
committed to serving this veteran
community, particularly those
reintegrating into civilian life. He
became involved with the Bunker
because of its compelling mission 
and has been able to leverage his
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Dr. Michael Horton,
Executive Director of the

Coffee Bunker

Community and Support: How Coffee Bunker 

Helps Veterans Chart a Path Out of Military Service
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extensive professional expertise to
significantly impact the lives of
veterans. Under his leadership, the
organization aims to ensure that every
veteran's transition is successful and
to raise public awareness of the
veteran community's needs and
contributions. 

Looking ahead to 2024, Coffee Bunker
has ambitious plans to expand its
range of support and leadership
training opportunities. These initiatives
aim to further enhance the resources
available to veterans, helping them to
achieve a successful transition and
thrive in their post-military life. 

Dr. Horton shares a quote from John
Claypool that resonates deeply with
their approach: "The fact that I do not
know everything keeps me humble.
The fact that I do know some things
keeps me responsible." This quote
encapsulates the balance of humility
and responsibility that drives the
Coffee Bunker's mission to support
veterans and their families.

Through ongoing programs, special
events, and a dedicated network of
supporters, Coffee Bunker remains a
vital lifeline for the veteran
community. Dr. Horton and his team
are steadfast in their mission to
provide the necessary support for
veterans to transition successfully and
thrive in their civilian lives, ensuring
that no veteran is left behind.
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Jeanette Lombardo, CEO of the Farmer
Veteran Coalition (FVC), is at the wheel 
of a movement intertwining the strength 
of military service with the resilience of
American agriculture. Her leadership is
driven by a deep commitment to the
active, reservist, and veteran communities,
recognizing their potential to revitalize the
falling number of farmers in America,
revitalize rural communities, and benefit
from a quality of life they are well suited to. 

Jeanette's journey with FVC is deeply
personal. Raised on a farm in Northwestern
Pennsylvania, her roots in agriculture run
deep. Decades of agricultural industry
advocacy work with American Agri Women
and California Women for Agriculture, state
and federal appointments with the USDA
and EPA, combined with her career as an
agribusiness lender, laid a solid foundation
for her role at FVC. With a family history rich
in military service, Jeanette found a perfect
fit in an organization that bridges her
agricultural expertise and respect for the
service of veterans. 

FVC's mission, "mobilizing Veterans to
feed America," speaks to the dual paths
offered to its members: careers in the
agricultural sector or assistance in
starting their own farm or ranch business.
The organization is a national nonprofit
based in Waco, Texas, rapidly
approaching 50,000 members. For 15
years, FVC has fostered a new generation
of farmers and food leaders by developing
training programs for specific jobs in the
ag sector, advertising employment
opportunities through a partnership with
AgCareers, and assisting Veterans with
starting their own farming operations. 

Jeanette's vision for FVC is clear: to be
lifelong partners with our Farmer
Veterans on their new journey. By
listening to their needs, FVC has created
programs like the Fellowship Fund and
Homegrown By Heroes, and made
available an online sales platform called
MarketMaker. Looking to the future, FVC
aims to expand the Homegrown By
Heroes label into the retail space and
assist with sales to food banks which
serve food insecure active-duty personnel.
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Jeanette Lombardo, CEO
Farmer Veteran Coalition

(FVC)

From Service to Soil: How the Farmer Veteran Coalition

Cultivates New Agricultural Opportunities for Veterans 

FVC will continue to advocate for veterans
by assisting in the development of virtual
co-ops by regions that will open market
access by negotiating marketing
agreements and discounts for members
on input costs. 

FVC is also committed to enhancing
capital access program development by
developing a mentoring program
(internships/apprenticeships) that will
assist members with achieving the
required experience to be eligible to apply
for USDA FSA lending. Additionally, they
will be conducting outreach and
education on carbon farming, and aiding
members with securing funds for the
installation of conservation practices on
their farms and ranches. 

FVC’s more than 26 state chapters are
designed to help farmer veterans
succeed by fostering local relationships
that complement the national support
system. Jeanette emphasizes that all
services offered to veterans are FREE,
underscoring FVC’s commitment to
accessible support. On October 27-29,
2024, FVC is set to host its Annual
Stakeholders Conference in Kansas City,
Missouri, which is an incredible time of
learning and camaraderie. 

Brian Brett, a poet and journalist, says, in
a quote that encapsulates the spirit of
FVC: "Farming is a profession of hope.”
Under Jeanette Lombardo's leadership,
the Farmer Veteran Coalition is more
than an organization; it is a lifeline for
veterans transitioning to civilian life,
offering them a new purpose and a new
mission: strengthening rural
communities and creating sustainable
food systems. 

Geared to Give recipients recognized
during the PBR World Finals in

Dallas, TX.

2023 Farmer Veteran Coalition
Stakeholders Conference in

Washington, D.C.

FVC staff at the 2023 Farmer Veteran
Coalition Stakeholders Conference
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Links to Freedom was established to
restore a sense of freedom for injured
military service members and disabled
veterans, many of whom struggle to
find normalcy and reconnect with
civilian life and their families. Focusing
on the severely wounded, ill, and
injured from all military branches,
both active and retired, Links to
Freedom uses golf as a rehabilitative
tool to aid in recovery. 

Links to Freedom was established in
2015 by Steve Greiner and a team of
volunteers led by Rob Koon, a retired
Air Force lieutenant colonel, with the
purpose of expanding the original Fort
Belvoir Wounded Warrior Golf
program started by Steve in 2008.
Steve’s journey with the veteran
community began during his tenure
as the PGA Director of Golf at Fort
Belvoir Golf Club, a position under the
Army’s Morale, Welfare, and
Recreation directorate. Situated near
Walter Reed Army Medical Center,
Steve witnessed the profound need
for a rehabilitative golf program. He
saw veterans returning from Iraq and
Afghanistan with physical and mental
wounds and believed golf could be a
powerful tool for their recovery. 

Since then, Links to Freedom has
established their HERO model, which
utilizes four parts: Healthy Activities,
Expand Horizons, Reintegrate, and
Operationalize the Program. These
apply the physical, emotional, and
social aspects of rehabilitation to help
veterans break down barriers while
building emotional and social
connections. 

Steve emphasizes the profound
impact of support networks in
addressing the challenges of suicide
and harmful behaviors among service
members. Links to Freedom focuses
on bringing a sense of community
and using the therapeutic nature of 

golf to provide needed support to
wounded, ill, and disabled veterans.
The program’s recognition by
prestigious organizations, including
the US Army, PGA of America, Jack
Nicklaus, and the White House, affirm
its use of golf for recovery. 

For 2024, Links to Freedom has
several ambitious goals and events
planned. The aim is to bring the Fort
Belvoir model to all Army installations
focusing on recovery. Currently active
at about half of the 13 installations, the
organization seeks increased funding
and support to expand its reach. 

Fall programs start in August 2024,
with the Links to Freedom Cup held
on September 16, 2024, at River Creek
Golf Club in Leesburg, Virginia.
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Golfing Towards Recovery: Inside Links to Freedom’s Impact 

Rob Koon, Chairman 
Links to Freedom

Links to Freedom continues to be a
beacon of hope and recovery for the
military community, striving to help
service members live the lives they
hoped for before their injuries.
Through golf, Steve Greiner and his
team are making a significant
difference, one swing at a time. 

If you are interested in sponsoring 
or donating to Links to Freedom 
to help support their mission, 
please contact Steve Greneir at
greneir@linkstofreedom.org or visit
their website at linkstofreedom.org. 

Steve Greiner,
Executive Director &

PGA Professional, 
Links to Freedom
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Elisa Cardnell, 
SWAN President and CEO

Leading Change: How SWAN Advocates For Service Women

Service Women’s Action Network
(SWAN) is a dedicated advocacy
organization committed to supporting
service women and women veterans.
SWAN focuses on amplifying the voices
of service women and women veterans
to improve the overall well-being of all
women in the military. While women
service members and veterans have
benefited from innumerable support
programs, the majority of them are still
designed, by default, to meet the needs
of men. Emphasizing that distinction,
SWAN’s mission is to advocate for,
support, and connect military and
veteran women.

SWAN drives policy change through
legislative advocacy. Some key initiatives
they have advocated for include the
Deborah Sampson Act, the I Am Vanessa
Guillen Act, and the PACT Act.

In addition to advocacy, SWAN provides
support to women veterans through
case management and community-
building events. The organization
fosters a supportive community,
offering volunteer opportunities and
resources to help women veterans
navigate civilian life successfully.
SWAN's efforts are not just about
immediate support but also about
creating lasting change in the lives of
service women and veterans.

Elisa Cardnell, a U.S. Navy veteran,
serves as SWAN’s President and CEO.
Transitioning from military service of 
five years of active duty and six years in 

the Navy Reserves, Elisa joined SWAN
in 2021 as the Director of Operations,
becoming CEO in July 2023.

Under Elisa’s leadership, SWAN
continues to empower and uplift
service women and veterans, ensuring
their voices are heard and their needs
are met. Looking ahead, SWAN aims to
expand its impact, enhance
programming for members, and
deepen collaborations, creating a
positive ripple effect for the military
community nationwide. SWAN’s
commitment to service women and
veterans remains steadfast, driving
meaningful change and fostering a
supportive environment for all its
members. SWAN places a strong
emphasis on community connection,
offering numerous opportunities for
service women and veterans to engage,
network, and support one another. 

Through various events, a 24/7
emergency assistance hotline, and
online platforms, SWAN ensures that its
members are always connected to a
robust support system. This sense of
community not only aids in their
personal and professional development
but also strengthens the overall fabric
of the veteran community, making it
more resilient and united.

If you would like to partner with or
donate to SWAN, please email
president@servicewomen.org or visit
servicewomensactionnetwork.org/don
ate.

CEO Elisa Cardnell and Director of
Government Relations SSgt. Patricia

Olivares on a visit to Capitol Hill 
to meet with members of 
Congress and their staff.
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Upcoming Events & Happenings* 

Do you have news to share or are you interested in featuring your organization in a future issue? We welcome your updates and interest. 

Please connect with MVO Task Force Director Lt. Col. Kathryn Poynton, Ret. • kpoynton@nvbdc.org • 703-282-6862

2024

August 1-13

August 3

August 8

August 8

10th Annual Riding for Warriors

HOST: Hope For The Warriors

Summer Open House 

HOST: Central Penn College

“Doing Business With the Federal Reserve & Corporate America” Conference Sponsored by DTE 

HOST: NVBDC

Monthly Job Club for Veterans

HOST: InVestVets

*Listed are known upcoming events through Augustat time of

publication.  Additional events are available on our website.

visit our events page here
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53rd Annual Central Penn College Education Foundation Golf Open

HOST: Central Penn College
AUGUST 9

August 1
Hybrid Business Pitch Incubator — kick-off

HOST: ID Veteran Chamber of Commerce

Philadelphia Veterans Job

Fair HOST: RecruitMilitary

Denver Veterans Job Fair

HOST: RecruitMilitary

August 6
Transitioning Army & Spouse Virtual Career Fair

HOST: RecruitMilitary

Naval Station Great Lakes Area Veterans Job Fair

HOST: RecruitMilitary

Hill AFB Area Veterans Job Fair

HOST: RecruitMilitary

August 7
Job Fair at Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay

HOST: RecruitMilitary

August 8

August 13

AUGUST 14

Valvoline — It All Starts With Our People

HOST: RecruitMilitary

Job Fair at Fort Gregg-Adams

HOST: RecruitMilitary

Job Fair at Camp Pendleton

HOST: RecruitMilitary
AUGUST 15

Job Fair at Fort Liberty

HOST: RecruitMilitary

DoD Skillbridge for Employers

HOST: ID Veteran Chamber of Commerce
AUGUST 15

Employers: Logistics & Supply Pre-Apprenticeships

HOST: TROOPS2LOGISITCS

AUGUST 22
Dallas Veterans Job Fair

HOST: RecruitMilitary

Baltimore Veterans Job Fair

HOST: RecruitMilitary

AUGUST 21
Mental Health First Aid (MHFA) Training

HOST: Hope For The Warriors

https://www.facebook.com/nvbdc/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-veteran-business-development-council/
https://nvbdc.org/
https://nvbdctaskforce.org/mvo-tf-events/
http://www.nvbdc.org/
http://www.nvbdc.org/
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Indianapolis Veterans Job Fair 

HOST: RecruitMilitary

National Virtual Career Fair for Veterans

HOST: RecruitMilitary

AUGUST 28
Naval Submarine Base New London Area Veterans Job Fair

HOST: RecruitMilitary

AUGUST 29
Mastering Resources: Unlocking

the Keys to Success HOST: NVBDC

SEPTEMBER 5

Boston Veterans Job Fair 

HOST: RecruitMilitary

Job Fair at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-

Lakehurst HOST: RecruitMilitary

SEPTEMBER 12

Greater Seattle Veterans

Job Fair HOST: RecruitMilitary

Charlotte Veterans Job Fair

HOST: RecruitMilitary

Monthly Job Club for Veterans

HOST: InVestVets

9th Annual L2F Cup

HOST: Links to Freedom Golf Foundation

10th Annual Procurement Summit/2024

HOST: NC Veteran Business Association
Sorensen Gross Company Golf Tournament

HOST: Hope For The Warriors
SEPTEMBER 12

SEPTEMBER 16

Atlanta Veterans Job Fair

HOST: RecruitMilitary

Fort Cavazos Area Veterans Job Fair

HOST: RecruitMilitary
SEPTEMBER 18

DoD Skillbridge for Employers

HOST: ID Veteran Chamber of Commerce

Greater Cincinnati Veterans

Job Fair HOST: RecruitMilitary

Nashville Veterans Job Fair

HOST: RecruitMilitary
SEPTEMBER 19

AUGUST 27

SEPTEMBER 30
Hoosiers for HOPE Golf Tournament

HOST: Hope For The Warriors

OCTOBER 1
Melissa Washington Small Business Award — Q4 Application Process Opens

HOST: Women Veterans Alliance 

SEPTEMBER 27
No Obstacles: A Race for the Warriors

HOST: Hope For The Warriors

Job Fair at Fort Drum

HOST: RecruitMilitary

Job Fair at Fort Bliss

HOST: RecruitMilitary
SEPTEMBER 26

Huskies & Heroes

HOST: Hope For The Warriors
SEPTEMBER 21

15th Annual Hope For The Warriors Celebrity Invitational 

HOST: Hope For The Warriors
August 24-26

https://www.facebook.com/nvbdc/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-veteran-business-development-council/
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http://www.nvbdc.org/
http://www.nvbdc.org/


PAGE  9

Upcoming Events & Happenings* 

Do you have news to share or are you interested in featuring your organization in a future issue? We welcome your updates and interest. 

Please connect with MVO Task Force Director Lt. Col. Kathryn Poynton, Ret. • kpoynton@nvbdc.org • 703-282-6862

*Listed are known upcoming events through july at time of

publication.  Additional events are available on our website.

visit our events page here

NVBDC.ORG | 888-CERTIFIED | NVBDCTASKFORCE.ORG

VEA Fall Cohort: Innovation & Technology in Business (runs through November 12, 2024)

HOST: Veteran Entrepreneur Alliance

Colorado Springs Veterans Job Fair

HOST: RecruitMilitary

Monthly Job Club for Veterans

HOST: InVestVets

Tampa Veterans Job Fair

HOST: RecruitMilitary

San Diego Veterans Job Fair

HOST: RecruitMilitary

OCTOBER 8

OCTOBER 9

OCTOBER 10

OCTOBER 10

DoD Skillbridge for Employers

HOST: ID Veteran Chamber of Commerce
OCTOBER 17

Job Fair at Joint Base Lewis McChord

HOST: RecruitMilitary

Fall Harvest Festival 2024

HOST: Central Penn College

Western Virtual Career Fair for Veterans

HOST: RecruitMilitary

Job Fair at Fort Belvoir

HOST: RecruitMilitary
OCTOBER 17

OCTOBER 19

OCTOBER 22

Chicago Veterans Job Fair

HOST: RecruitMilitary

2nd Annual Birdies & Bunkers Golf Classic

HOST: The Rosie Network

2024 NVBDC Matchmaking Event

HOST: NVBDC

Naval Base Kitsap Area Veterans Job Fair

HOST: RecruitMilitary

Job Fair at Naval Station Norfolk

HOST: RecruitMilitary

OCTOBER 28

OCTOBER 29-30

OCTOBER 31

10th Annual FVC Stakeholders Conference

HOST: Farmer Veteran Coalition
OCTOBER 27–29

Job Fair at Fort Eisenhower

HOST: RecruitMilitary

Job Fair at Joint Base San Antonio

HOST: RecruitMilitary

OCTOBER 23

OCTOBER 24

OCTOBER 1
Eastern Region Virtual Career Fair for Veterans 

HOST: RecruitMilitary

Got Heart Give Hope Awards Ceremony

HOST: Hope For The Warriors

https://www.facebook.com/nvbdc/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-veteran-business-development-council/
https://nvbdc.org/
https://nvbdctaskforce.org/mvo-tf-events/
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http://www.nvbdc.org/
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